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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Crewkerne  Urban  district. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  194-6. 
In  the  report  for  the  year  194-5?  the  attention  of  the  Council  was 
directed  to  the  need  for  new  houses  to  relieve  the  extreme  shortage 
and  the  hope  was  expressed  that  houses  would  soon  become  available. 

Unfortunately,  despite  the  efforts  of  the  Council  and  its 
officials,  factors  outside  the  control  of  the  Local  -authority  have 
seriously  limited  the  building  programme.  The  resultant  lack  of 
housing  accommodation  has  resulted  in  serious  overcrowding  and  the 
rentention  of  houses  which  normally  vrould  not  be  considered  suitable 
for  human  habitation.  A further  result  of  the  housing  shortage  is 
that  a considerable  number  of  men  working  in  Crewkerne  are  forced  to 
live  elsewhere.  The  necessary  travelling  to  and  from  work  is  ex- 
pensive to  the  individual  in  time  and  money,  also,  the  families  living 
out  of  Crewkerne  do  not  develop  the  same  corporate  sense  of  loyalty  or 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  tovm.  There  is  also  a loss  of  potential 
rateg.ble  income  and  the  diminished  rateable  value  is  a limiting  factor 
in  the  development  of  adequate  public  services. 


A scheme  for  the  improved  disposal  of  scv/erage  is  under  con- 
sideration ;uid  the  implementation  of  this  scheme  will  effect  a con- 
siderable imorovement  on  the  present  method. 


Ly 


The  general  health  of  the  tovm  has  been  satisfactory  as  shown 
Vital  Statistics. 


-our  obedient  Servant, 

P.P.  Pox, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


STi.TISTICS  SOGI/J:;  cchbitions  oe  the  aeea 

-*j?ScL  •••  •••  •••  CO*  •••  •o*  1^221  -^^CjirGS 

Hegistrar-G-eneral  estimate  of 
(a)  Resident  Population,  mid-194-6  ) 

(1d)  Average  Population  appropriate  to  the  ) 3j713 

calculation  of  death  rates  ) 

Humber  of  inhabitated  houses  (end  of  194-6)  according 
to  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Vg^lue  •••  •••  •••  a«* 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ... 


1,175 

£21,464 

£82 


Live  Births  - Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births  - Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


.l.Q,tal 

1 


Leaths  46 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 
Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  Total  (Live  a,nd  Still)  Births 
Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  avera.ge  popula^tion 


31  25 

2 4 

m 

25  21 
l6 .6 
Hil 
12.08 


D£at]:!.a  ..from  Pu£rpgraI,Saus.£g. 


Ho.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis 
Ho.  3^  Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Dep.ths  Rate  per  1,000 
total  Births 
iLi  ve  and  Still) 

Hil  Hil 


PeatlLJlate.  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  Age 


All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  32.3 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live  Births  35*3 

Illegitima.te  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  ' Nil 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  lO 

" " L^casles  (all  ages)  Nil 

’*  *'  '■■'hooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Hil 

" ” Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 


4 


^aaiiu 


IL 


Heart  Disease 

Intra-Crania,l  Vascular  Lesions 
Cancer 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Bronchitis 

Digestive  Disorders 

Nephritis 

Birth  Injuries  and  Malformations  etc? 
Violent  Causes 
All  other  Causes 


8 3 

5 2 

5 5 

- 2 

1 2 
1 1 
1 

1 

1 

-3  S 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES  POR  THE  .\HEA 


1*  (a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Dr.  P.P.  Pox  succeeded  Dr.  D. 

V,  Hague  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  November  1st. 


(b) 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

No 

change . 

2^  ( 

le) 

Laboratory  Pacilities. 

No 

change . 

b) 

Ambulance  Pacilities. 

No 

chang  e . 

(c ) 

Clinic.  ) 

[d) 

Nursing.  ) 

No 

change . 

.e ) 

Hospital c ) 

SECTION  C 

!•  "^^a.ter  Supply.  No  improvements  to  the  water  supply  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year.  Nev/  mains  have  been  laid  for 
servicing  the  New  Severalls  Housing  Estate.  Pollowing  the 
curtailment  of  the  water  supply  for  many  months  a,  oontinuous 
supply  was  brought  into  opera,tion  on  lOth  Ja,nuary»  19^6,  apart 
from  a short  curtailment  in  July. 


In  connection  with  the  Council’s  efforts  to  acquire  the 
Crewherne  'fater  Supply  Company’s  Undertaking  the  Ministry  of 
Health  held  a Public  Local  Inquiry  to  consider  making  an  order 
und^r  Section  ^;(2}  of  the  '.Ta.ter  Act,  1945  to  compulsorily 
t r an  e f e r L!  i o 13  n d s r t ak  i ng  . 

2.  New  sewers  have  been  constructed  to  deal 

with  the  drainage  of  the  New  Severalls  Housing  Estate  but  no 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Eastern  Outfall  Sewage 
Works . 

t 

The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  at  the  Ea,stern  Outfall 
Works  estimated  to  cost  approximately  £37,000  is  in  course  of 
prepa,ration. 
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3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation 

(ii)  PulDlic  Cleajising 
(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  AreaJ 


change. 

change. 


Inspections  for  nuisances J- 
Inforiiial  Notices  J- 


Nil 


Draining  Tests  and  Inspections 


Houses  disinfected 


Shops  and  Offices 


Smoke  Abatement 


New  draining  v/ork  carried 
out  during  the  year  v/as 
tested  and  passed. 

No  houses  were  disinfect- 
ed following  cases  of 
infections  diseaae*. 

No  action  was  taken  during 
the  year  under  the  Shops 
Act,  1934. 

No  case  of  smoke  nuisance 
was  reported  during  the 
year. 


SECTION  D - H0U31NQ 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

Housing  defects  (under  P.H,  or  Housing  Acts) 

M Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  9^ 

2.  (a)  NuKiber  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  v/ere  inspected  and  recorded 

under  H.  Con. Reg.  1925  and  1932  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  •••  ...  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  v;hich  no  action  was  found 

necessary  .«•  ...  ...  ) ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Nurnber  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
iiabitation  2 


4*  Humber  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  THO 


Housing  Action 

(a)  Niunber  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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(b)  ITuraber  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  or  in 

consequence  of  informa.l  action  . NIL 

AcliniL  -und^T-'^aJ^utorv. .PoY^-ara,.  ■Jihfi.J.aaa:^ 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9»  1®  and  l6  of  the  Houairxg 

Act  J 193^  #00  o » • •••  •®0  400  444  NIL 

Proceedings  under  PublicL._HealtK  Ac_ts_^ 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  13?  and  26  of  the  Housing 

Act  , 193  ^ 404  004  004  004  440  444  444 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Aot,  193^  NIL 

Houaing  Act.  lQl6  - Overcrov7ding 

There  is  still  some  unavoidable  but  highly  undesirable 
overcrowding  o 

SECTION  E - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD 

( a ) Milk  Supply 

Number  of  Producers  on  the  Register  444  44*  .44  TEN 

Number  on  Distributors  on  the  register  

divided  as  follows  s 

(1)  Distributors  only  044  .44  444  POUR 

(2)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  inspection  of  farms  and 
■dairies,  examination  of  samples  for  bacterial  content  and 
for  tubercle  bacilli,  and  the  administration  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926  and  the  Milk  (SiDecial  Designations)  Orders, 
1936  and  1938’. 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  are  periodically  inspected 
and  samples  for  bacterial  content  and  for 
tubercle  bacilli  taken  for  examination. 

(b)  Meat  a.nd  QjJisx-Paaiis^ 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  licensed  4.4  ONE 

Slaughterhouses  5 Shops,  etc.,  a.re  inspected  and  meat 
and  other  foods  are  examined,  and,  where  necessary, 
condemning  notices  are  served* 

(c)  Adulteration,  etc. 

Local  action  taken  ...  NONE 
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SECTION  F 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  children  are  now  immunised?- 

X 

348  school  children  (5"14  5'‘ears  inclusive)  94.7^ 

202  children  under  school  age  (l-5  years  inclusive) 60. 4^^ 

H These  figures  refer  only  to  children  attending  County  maintained 
schools.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  ascertain  figures  for  children 
in  the  district  attending  other  schools,  though  it  is  believed  that 
the  great  majority  of  these  children  are  also  immunised. 

Ig.tif  iable,  Pj  a ease  a, 


Disease . 


Total  cases  Cases  admitted  Total 

notified.  to  Isolation  Deaths 

Hospital. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Erysipelas 

The  following  cases  of  Non-no tifiable  Infectious  Disease  were 
admitted  to  South  Petherton  Isolation  Hospital?- 

Ulandular  Pever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

‘-iuinzy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hmgv/orm  .o.  .#.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Under  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-10  1O-15  15-20  2O-35  35-45  45-65 

1 vr.  vrs.  vrs.  vrs.  vrs.  vrs  . vrs  . vrs  . vrs  . vrs.  vrs  » , 

Scarlet  Fever  - - 21-4  2 1 - 1 1 

Measles  - - 1 - - 2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  - - « - 1 

Erysipelas  - - - _ - - 


1 
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Tulif.rniil  nala 


Age  Period 


Under  1 

1 - 5 
5 - 15 
15  - 25 
25  - 35 
35  - 4-5 

45  - 55 
55  - 65 
65  & upwards 


TOTAL 


} 

j^Tew  Cases  ” ! Deaths 

r- rrrr: 1 — 


* T 

i 1 

1 Respiratory  , 

^Mon-  1 

Respiratory 

1 Mon- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

1 

M. 

I 

R. 

11.  1 p. 

LI. 

M. 

F. 

I...  .. 

. 

1 

_ . . I 

r f 

1 

. 

■■'f 

. . 

1 

1 

" ’ 1 " ' 

. i,.  . . . 

r " 

.2 

1 .. . 

■ 

i 

.1. 

r 

2 

«v 

2 

i 

I,—  , . „ ' 1.  — ...  , 

Total 


New  Cases  2 


Deaths  2 


I 


I 


/ 
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